The beating heart of Turkey which bares the footprints
of many civilizations...

Ankara
Ankara is located in the Central
Anatolian Region, surrounded by the
SURYLQFHVRI.ÜUÜNNDOHDQG.ÜUíHKLUWR
WKHHDVW¡DQNÜUÜWRWKHQRUWK%ROXWR
WKHQRUWKZHVW(VNLíHKLUWRWKHZHVW
and Konya and Aksaray to the south.
Ankara covers an area of 26,897
km² between plains formed by the
.Ü]ÜOÜUPDNDQG6DNDU\DULYHUVDWDQ
altitude of nearly 890 metres. To the
north of the central parts of the city lie
the Northern Anatolian Mountains. The
plains consist of folds and depression
]RQHVHQFORVHGE\PRXQWDLQV
which run from the southwest to the
QRUWKHDVW7KH6DOW/DNHDODUJH
shallow lake, and adjacent agricultural
areas run along the southern tip of the
Ankara plains.
$ORQJZLWKWKH6DNDU\DDQG.Ü]ÜOÜUPDN
ULYHUVWKH¡XEXNñQFHVXDQG2YD
streams water the plains of the
FLW\,QWKHFLW\nVERUGHUVDUHDOVR
0RJDQ(\PLU.DUDJÐO.XUXPFXDQG
6DPVXQQDWXUDOODNHVDQG¡DPOÜGHUH
.HVLNNÐSUÖ.XUW%RðD]ÜDQG6DUÜ\DU
reservoirs.
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Ankara: Yesterday and Today
Archaeological excavations carried out in
Ankara and its environs reveal that the history
of settlements in the region dates back to
3UHKLVWRULFWLPHV%URQ]H$JHVHWWOHPHQWV
VXFKDV$KODWOÜEHO.RÁXPEHOL(WL\RNXíX
DQG.DUDRðODQGDWHG%&UHIOHFWWKH
characteristics of the Central Anatolian culture of
that time. Ankuva, frequently mentioned in Hittite
sources, was probably located in the same place
ZLWKWRGD\nV$QNDUDSURYLQFH

Gordion
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Phrygians. Gordion, the capital of Phrygia, is one
of the most important ancient cities in Central
Anatolia. According to the legend, Ankara was
founded by Midas, the king of Phrygia. It was
the Phrygians who gave the city the name
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Ancyra, which means anchor. The remains found
in the region reveal the importance of the Phrygian
VHWWOHPHQWVHVSHFLDOO\EHWZHHQ%&$IWHU
the disintegration of Phrygia, the city was ruled by
/\GLDQVDQG3HUVLDQVUHVSHFWLYHO\7KHFLW\ZDV
DVPDOOWUDGHFHQWUHRQWKHIDPRXV.LQJVn5RDG
built during the rule of the Persian king Darius I
%& $IWHUFDSWXULQJ*RUGLRQ$OH[DQGHU
WKH*UHDWWKHNLQJRI0DFHGRQLD %& 
DUULYHGLQ$QNDUDLQ%&'HIHDWLQJWKH3HUVLDQ
NLQJ'DULXV,,, %& LQDEORRG\EDWWOHKH
brought the reign of the Persian kings to an end.
/DWHUWKH7HFWRVDJHVDWULEHRI*DODWLDQVZKR
VHWWOHGLQ$QDWROLDIURP(XURSHLQ%&DUH
known to have made Ankara their capital city.
+DYLQJFRQTXHUHGWKHFLW\LQ%&WKH5RPDQ
Emperor Augustus made the region into a state
of his empire and Ankara
into its capital. With its
important administrative
and military functions,
the city became a
significant trade centre
on the crossroads of
the Roman trade routes in
Anatolia. After the Roman
Empire was divided in two in
395 AD, Ankara maintained
its importance under the
reign of the Eastern
Roman Emperors
and was
beautified
with the
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construction of many fountains, temples and
other buildings of architectural importance.
,QWKHODWHWKFHQWXU\WKH6HOMXNVVWDUWHGWR
invade the neighbouring areas and they finally
conquered the city in 1073, bringing to an end
WKHUXOHRIWKH%\]DQWLQH(PSLUH)URPWKDWGDWH
the city passed under the control of various
Turkish beyliks SULQFLSDOLWLHV WKH%\]DQWLQH
Empire and the Mongols, until the establishment
RISROLWLFDOVWDELOLW\E\WKH2WWRPDQV$QNDUD
became a centre of Ahi trade unions in 1300s
and it remained an important trade centre in the
'HYHORSPHQW3HULRGRIWKH2WWRPDQ(PSLUH
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After 1920 Ankara turned into the symbol of the
Turkish War of Independence and it became the
headquarters of the nationalists, from where the
ZDUZDVSODQQHGDQGGLUHFWHG2QWK2FWREHU
1923 it became the capital of the modern Turkish
Republic.
The inner-city districts of Ankara are Akyurt,
$OWÜQGDð¡DQND\D¡XEXN(OPDGDð(WLPHJVXW
*ÐOEDíÜ.HÁLÐUHQ0DPDN6LQFDQ3XUVDNODU
Yenimahalle and the suburban districts are
$\Dí%DOD%H\SD]DUÜ¡DPOÜGHUH(YUHQ*ÖGÖO
+D\PDQD.DOHFLN.D]DQ.Ü]ÜOFDKDPDP
1DOOÜKDQ3RODWOÜDQGìHUHIOLNRÁKLVDU
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$QÜWNDELU

Cultural and Historic Assets
$QÜWNDELU 7KH0DXVROHXPRI$WDWÖUN
7KHHWHUQDOUHVWLQJSODFHRI*D]L0XVWDID.HPDO
$WDWÖUNWKHIRXQGHURIWKH7XUNLVK5HSXEOLFZDV
EXLOWLQ$QÜWWHSH 5DVDWWHSH EHWZHHQDQG
1953. The complex, bearing the characteristics
RIWKH6HFRQG1DWLRQDO$UFKLWHFWXUDO3HULRGZDV
GHVLJQHGE\3URI(PLQ2QDWDQG$VV3URI2UKDQ
Arda. It covers an area of 750.000 m² and is divided
LQWRWKH3HDFH3DUNDQGWKH0RQXPHQWDO%ORFN
The Peace Park contains 48,500 plants from 104
species brought from different regions of Turkey and
abroad.
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7KH0RQXPHQWDO%ORFNLVFRPSULVHGRIWKHm/LRQ
$YHQXHnm&HUHPRQLDO6TXDUHnDQGm0DXVROHXPn
(QWHUHGWKURXJKWKH7DQGRðDQ*DWHYLDWKH3HDFH

3DUNm/LRQ$YHQXHnKDVOLRQVFXOSWXUHVRQERWK
sides and leads to the Mausoleum. At the end
RIWKHm/LRQ$YHQXHnLVWKHm&HUHPRQLDO6TXDUHn
which has a capacity of 15,000 people. The floor
is decorated with 373 carpet and rug motifs made
from black, red, yellow and white travertine.
The Mausoleum, based on a rectangular floor
plan, is surrounded by columns on four sides. The
ZRUGVRIWZRIDPRXVVSHHFKPDGHE\$WDWÖUN
m$GGUHVVWRWKH7XUNLVK<RXWKnDQGmWKH2UDWLRQn
which he delivered on the 10th anniversary of the
foundation of the Republic, have been written
on the facade of the Mausoleum in gold relief.
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Ankara Citadel
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7KHIORRUDQGWKHZDOOVRIWKHm+RQRXU+DOOnKDYH
been covered with coloured marble. The flat
ceiling is ornamented with mosaic patterns from
Turkish carpets and rugs of the 16th and 17th
centuries. The symbolic sarcophagus is hewn from
undecorated red marble. The burial chamber lies
EHORZWKHm+RQRXU+DOOn
In the complex, there are also ten towers
V\PPHWULFDOO\SODFHGDQGFDOOHGñVWLNODO
,QGHSHQGHQFH +ÖUUL\HW /LEHUW\ 0HKPHWÁLN
6ROGLHU =DIHU )UHHGRP %DUÜí 3HDFH 1LVDQ
$SULO 0LVDNÜ0LOOL 1DWLRQDO3DFW ñQNÜODS
5HYROXWLRQ &XPKXUL\HW 5HSXEOLF DQG0ÖGDIDDL
+XNXN 'HIHQFHRI5LJKWV (DFKWRZHUUHVWVRQD
rectangular base and has a pyramid-shaped roof
on top. They are decorated with frescos bearing
JHRPHWULFSDWWHUQVIURPROG7XUNLVKUXJV2QWKH
LQQHUZDOOVRIHDFKWRZHUDUHSKUDVHVIURP$WDWÖUN
and relief compositions depicting figures related to
the name of a particular tower.
%HWZHHQWKH=DIHUDQG%DUÜíWRZHUVUHVWVWKHWRPE
RIñVPHWñQÐQÖWKHVHFRQGSUHVLGHQWRIWKH7XUNLVK
Republic.
$QÜWNDELUFDQEHYLVLWHGHYHU\GD\IURPDPWR
p.m. in summer; from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in winter.

7KH$QNDUD&LWDGHO
The citadel sits on a hilltop overlooking the modern
city and has no generally accepted date of
completion. It is known, however, that its existence
JRHVEDFNDVIDUDVWKHVHFRQGFHQWXU\%&DQG
the Galatian Period. Afterwards, it was restored
by the Romans who upgraded the buildings and
defences.
The citadel has outer and inner walls, the latter of
ZKLFKZHUHSUREDEO\EXLOWE\WKH%\]DQWLQHV:RUQ
down by continuous Arab assaults, the castle
went through a comprehensive restoration in 900
$'DWWKHKDQGVRIWKH%\]DQWLQHV,WLVQRWNQRZQ
ZKHQWKHRXWHUZDOOZDVFRPSOHWHG)ROORZLQJWKH
FRQTXHVWRIWKHFDVWOHE\WKH6HOMXN7XUNVLQ
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the citadel underwent further renovation during
WKH2WWRPDQHUD7KHHDUO\5HSXEOLFDQ3HULRGVDZ
more refurbishment and a strengthening of the
citadel walls.
The outer citadel contains 20 towers dotted along
the walls, which are pierced by two main gates:
WKH2XWHU*DWHIDFLQJZHVWDQGWKH&LWDGHO
Gate facing south. An old Persian inscription
GDWLQJEDFNWRWKHHUDRIñOKDQOÜODU D7XUNLVK
SULQFLSDOLW\ FDQEHVHHQHQJUDYHGRYHUWKH
citadel gate.

Temple of Augustus

The inner wall is built around a rectangular base
and was completed partly with Ankara stone and
other materials. 42 pentagonal towers, the heights
of which vary from 14 metres to 16 metres, stand
DORQJWKHLQQHUZDOO2OGKRXVHVDQGWKH$ODHGGLQ
0RVTXHGDWLQJIURPWKH2WWRPDQ3HULRGDUHVWLOO
found in good shape inside the citadel itself, and
the area has a charming village-like atmosphere.

7KH7HPSOHRI$XJXVWXV
7KHWHPSOHLVVLWXDWHGDGMDFHQWWRWKH+DFÜ
%D\UDP0RVTXHLQ8OXV,WZDVEXLOWRQWKHVLWHRI
a sacred precinct of the Phrygian Goddess Cybele
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and God Men as a display of loyalty to Rome
after Galatia was annexed to Roman Empire by
Emperor Augustus. In the 5th century the building
ZDVFRQYHUWHGLQWRDFKXUFKE\WKH%\]DQWLQHV
The temple is surrounded by a Corinthian
peristasis, with 8 columns on the short sides and
FROXPQVRQWKHORQJVLGHV7KHEXLOGLQJnV
monumental gate survives to the present-day and
leads to the inner part of the holy building and a
covered passageway, called a pronaos. At the
other end of the temple is an opisthodomos with
WZR&RULQWKLDQFROXPQV2IJUHDWLQWHUHVWLVDQ
account of the achievements made by Emperor
$XJXVWXVGXULQJKLVOLIHNQRZQDVDQm,QGH[UHUXP
JHVWDUXPnZKLFKLVLQVFULEHGLQWRRQHRIWKH
WHPSOHZDOOVLQDQFLHQW*UHHNDQG/DWLQ

7KH5RPDQ%DWKV
7KHFLW\nV5RPDQ%DWKVDUHORFDWHGRQ¡DQNÜUÜ
6WUHHWVWUHWFKLQJEHWZHHQ8OXV6TXDUHDQG
<ÜOGÜUÜP%D\H]LG6TXDUH7KHSDODHVWUD
surrounded by porticoes on all sides, is a
ODUJHVTXDUHDUHD7KHIULJLGDULXP FROGURRP 
WHSLGDULXP ZDUPURRP DQGFDOGDULXP KRWURRP 
are all connected to the palaestra. With its various
5RPDQ%DWKV
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yards, furnaces, service parts and water
tanks, the building was a monumental
structure. All that remains of the building
today are the heating and service areas.
Coins, inscriptions and Corinthian column
heads found during excavations suggest
that the baths were constructed during
the time of the Roman Emperor Caracalla
 7KH\ZHUHXVHGLQWKH%\]DQWLQH
Period after being restored. A large
collection of Roman inscriptions collected
from the city are exhibited in the palaestra.

7KH&ROXPQRI-XOLDQ
The column is located in a small square
EHWZHHQWKH*RYHUQRUnV2IILFHDQGWKH
)LQDQFLDO'LUHFWRUDWHLQ8OXV7KHPHWUH
high column consists of brick rings built on
a stone base, and topped by a Corinthian
FROXPQKHDGIURPWKH%\]DQWLQH3HULRG
The structure is thought to have been
built in 362 to honour a visit to the city by
(PSHURU-XOLDQnV

7KH=DðILUDQ 6DIIURQ +DQ
This caravanserai was built by Hadji
ñEUDKLP%LQ+DGML0HKPHGLQWKH$WSD]DUÜ
quarter and also includes a small Islamic
FKDSHO PHVMLG LQVLGH

7KH6XOXKDQ
7KLVPHGLHYDOLQQVLWXDWHGLQWKHFLW\nV
+DFÜGRðDQ1HLJKERXUKRRGZDVEXLOWE\
ìH\KÖOLVODP0HKPHW(PLQ%H\LQ
7KHKDQ LQQ FRQVLVWVRIWZRZLQJVWKH
first of which is a two-storey rectangular
building with a courtyard in the middle.
Today, only a few of the shops are
standing on the east and south sides.
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Column of Julian

The second wing, situated on the southern side
of the inn is a narrower single-storey building. It
is thought that this part of the structure, which
is completely buried under the earth, includes
stables and storage rooms. The walls of both
ZLQJVZHUHPDGHRIUXEEOHVWRQH2QWKHZHVW
side of the inn is a market place with three
sections.

7KH.DUDFDEH\%DWKV +DPDP

.DUDFDEH\%DWKV

6LWXDWHGRQ7DODWSDíD%RXOHYDUGWKHVHEDWKV
were originally built as a double bath complex in
1444. The western dome has adjacent changing
rooms, whereas the eastern dome has a different
style of construction and contains private hot
URRPVDQGDFDOGDULXP FRPPXQDOKRWURRP 

7KH$NNÐSUÖ%ULGJH
6SDQQLQJWKH$QNDUD&UHHNLQWKH9DUOÜN
Neighbourhood, this is the oldest bridge in
WKHFLW\,WZDVFRQVWUXFWHGE\WKH6HOMXNUXOHU
$ODHGGLQ.H\NXEDG,LQZKHQ.Ü]ÜOEH\ZDV
$QNDUDnVJRYHUQRU7KHEULGJHIRUPHGSDUWRIWKH
road connecting western Anatolia with Ankara.
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Gordion
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,Q6HOMXNWLPHVVROGLHUVHQOLVWHGLQWKHDUP\RU
departing pilgrims were bidden farewell by their
loved ones on the bridge. The structure is made of
basalt blocks and is supported by seven peaked
arches.

7KH$QFLHQW&LW\RI*RUGLRQ

6LWXDWHGNPVRXWKZHVWRI$QNDUDLQWKH
YLOODJHRI<DVVÜKÐ\ÖN3RODWOÜ*RUGLRQZDVILUVW
LQKDELWHGLQWKHODWH%& (DUO\%URQ]H$JH 
This particular ancient city has various layers of
settlement belonging to the Hittites, the Phrygians,
the Persians and the Romans. According to
legend, the man who made Gordion a capital
FLW\IRUWKHILUVWWLPHLQWKFHQWXU\%&ZDVWKH
Phrygian King, Gordias. The city enjoyed rapid
JURZWKDQGGD]]OLQJSURVSHULW\GXULQJWKHUHLJQRI
.LQJ0LGDV %& +DYLQJEHHQGHVWUR\HG
E\WKH&LPPHULDQVLQ%&*RUGLRQZDV
rebuilt as a commercial and military centre under
WKHUHLJQRIWKH/\GLDQV7KHFLW\ZDVFDSWXUHG
E\WKH3HUVLDQVLQ%&$OH[DQGHUWKH*UHDW
LQ%&DQGWKH*DODWLDQVLQ%&,WZDV
abandoned soon afterwards, only to be occupied
E\WKH5RPDQDUP\LQ%&'XULQJWKH5RPDQ
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Period, Gordion gradually lost its importance and
became an insignificant settlement.
The ancient Gordians buried their deceased in a
WRPEFDOOHGWXPXOXV2YHUWXPXOLOLHVFDWWHUHG
across a large valley to the east of the village of
<DVVÜKÐ\ÖN7KHVHDQFLHQWWRPEVYDU\LQVL]H
and were built out of wood covered with a large
pile of earth.
The largest tumulus in Gordion is believed to
be that of King Midas. It is the second biggest
tumulus found in Anatolia, and measures 300
metres in diameter and 55 metres in height. A
male skeleton, nine wooden tables, three big
FDXOGURQVEURQ]HFRQWDLQHUVLQYDULRXV
VL]HVDQGILEXODVO\LQJEHVLGHWKHKHDGRI
the skeleton, were found in the burial chamber,
which was made out of wood and enclosed on
four sides.
The most important tumulus of the rest in
Gordion is constructed using a
special piling technique.
Called the P tumulus, it is
80 metres in diameter and
12 metres in height and is
estimated to date back to
DURXQG%&7KHEXULDO
mound is thought to be
that of a child, as a small
skeleton and some wooden
toys shaped like lions, horses and deer
were found in the burial chamber. 40 ceramic
containers were also extracted from the tumulus.
Most of the artefacts recovered in the Gordion
excavations are on display in the Museum of
$QDWROLDQ&LYLOL]DWLRQVDQGWKH*RUGLRQ0XVHXP
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According to the famous legend of Gordion,
the Phrygians were in search of a new leader.
They were told by an oracle to crown the first
person to enter the city on an ox-cart. That
person happened to be Gordias, whose ox-cart
then got tied to a column by a knot of ivy. The
ox-cart became the focus of another legend,
as it was said that the one who managed to
untie the knot would become the ruler of Asia.
,Q%&$OH[DQGHUWKH*UHDWPDGHKLVZD\WR
*RUGLRQWRWU\DQGXQGRWKHNQRW8QVXFFHVVIXO
the impetuous Macedonian king drew his sword
and cut the knot in two, going on to fulfil the
prophesy by conquering much of Asia. However,
his untimely death at the age of 33 was thought
by some to have been caused by his unorthodox
method of undoing the Gordion Knot.

.D\DEDíÜ0RVDLF
A Roman mosaic dating from the 3rd century
$'ZDVXQHDUWKHGLQ.D\DEDíÜYLOODJHQHDU
3RODWOÜDQGWUDQVIHUUHGWRWKH\DUGRIWKH*RUGLRQ
Museum. 6.60-m wide and 7.70-m long,
the mosaic has animal figures in the centre
surrounded by geometrical ornamentation.
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5RFN 5HOLHIVRI*DYXUNDOH
Near Haymana, 60-km southwest of Ankara, the
faint rock reliefs of Gavurkale depict two gods
standing on their feet opposite a sitting goddess.
There are also remnants of a burial chamber
which is 2 metres below the surface.

.ÖOKÐ\ÖN7XPXOXV
7KLVWXPXOXVLVORFDWHGQHDU2\DFD+D\PDQD
The close proximity of the tumulus to a Hittite cult
centre, 8 km west of Gavurkale, indicates that
the area may also have been an important Hittite
settlement. Excavations carried out in the locality
resulted in the recovery of a monumental potern
XQGHUJURXQGSDVVDJHZD\ ZKLFKLVDFRPPRQ
Hittite architectural feature; a hidden cistern built
in the same style and some remains dating back
WRWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKH(DUO\%URQ]H$JH

7KH.DOHFLN&DVWOH
7KLV%\]DQWLQHFDVWOHLVEXLOWRQDKLOOWRSRQWKH
ZD\WR¡DQNÜUÜNPVRXWKRI$QNDUD7KHVROLG
building appears as you cross the Ankara plains,
ZKLFKVSUHDGDFURVVWKH.Ü]ÜOÜUPDN5LYHUWRZDUGV
the southwest mountains.
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0XVHXPRI$QDWROLDQ&LYLOL]DWLRQV

Museums
7KH0XVHXPRI$QDWROLDQ&LYLOL]DWLRQV
The museum building was created by converting
WZR2WWRPDQEXLOGLQJVORFDWHGWRWKHVRXWKHDVW
RIWKH$QNDUD&LWDGHOLQWKH$WSD]DUÜ6TXDUH
2QHRIWKHVHEXLOGLQJVZKLFKZDVDED]DDU
was built between 1464-1471 by Mahmut Pasha,
RQHRIWKHSULQFLSDOYL]LHUVRI6XOWDQ0HKPHW
the Conqueror. The rectangular building was
covered by ten domes and surrounded by
102 shops covered by arches. The second
EXLOGLQJ.XUíXQOX+DQZDVEXLOWDVDFKDULWDEOH
IRXQGDWLRQRIWKH¶VNÖGDUVRXSNLWFKHQRI
0HKPHW3DVKDDQRWKHUSULQFLSDOYL]LHURI6XOWDQ
0HKPHW,WDSSHDUVWREHDW\SLFDO2WWRPDQ+DQ
,QQ ZLWKD\DUGLQWKHPLGGOHVXUURXQGHGE\
porticos and a two-storey room.
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8QGHU$WDWÖUNnVLQLWLDWLYHWKHUHSDLUVZHUHFDUULHG
out to the museum in 1938 and it was reopened
as the Ankara Archaeological Museum in 1968.
7KH0XVHXPRI$QDWROLDQ&LYLOL]DWLRQVLVQRZ
one of the most significant museums in the world
with its unique collections and works exhibited
in chronological order. The collections include
artefacts uncovered at excavations at Karain,
¡DWDOKÐ\ÖN+DFÜODU&DQKDVDQ%H\FHVXOWDQ
$ODFDKÐ\ÖN.DUD]0DKPDWODU(VNL\DSDU(OPDOÜ
.ÖOWHSH$FHPKÐ\ÖN%RðD]NÐ\*RUGLRQ3D]DUOÜ
$OWÜQWHSH$GLOFHYD]DQG3DWQR]ZKLFKEHORQJWR
WKH3DODHROLWKLF1HROLWKLF&KDOFROLWKLFDQG%URQ]H
ages, Assyrian Trading Colonies, the Hittites,
3KU\JLDQVDQGWKH8UDUWLDQV'LVSOD\VDOVRLQFOXGH
artefacts belonging to the Hellenistic, Roman,
%\]DQWLQH6HOMXNDQG2WWRPDQSHULRGVDVZHOODV
+LWWLWHUHOLHIVIURPWKHFLW\SRUWDOVDW$ODFDKÐ\ÖN
0DODW\D.DUJDPÜíDQG6DNÁDJÐ]ÖZKLFKGDWH
IURPWKH/DWH+LWWLWH3HULRG

0XVHXPRI$QDWROLDQ&LYLOL]DWLRQV

7KHURDGIURPWKH5HSXEOLF0RQXPHQWLQ8OXV
to the Ankara Citadel also leads to the museum
ZKLFKLVORFDWHGDWWKHDGGUHVV*Ð]FÖ6RN1R
8OXV7KHPXVHXPLVRSHQHYHU\GD\IURP
a.m. to 5.30 p.m. in summer; and from 8.30 a.m.
to 5.00 p.m. in winter.
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7KH6WDWH0XVHXPRI3DLQWLQJDQG
6FXOSWXUH
The building, designed by the architect Arif
+LNPHW.R\XQRðOXZDVEXLOWRQ1DPD]J¼K+LOO
near the Ethnography Museum between 1927
and 1930. The museum, opened in 1980 after
restoration, houses distinguished examples of
Turkish classical and contemporary works of art
from the early 19th century onwards.
In the museum there is also a library of
plastic arts, as well as painting, sculpture and
ceramic ateliers, which are available for the
use of professional and amateur artists alike.
International exhibitions of paintings, sculptures,
ceramics, printing and photography, as well as
periodic guest exhibitions are displayed in three
galleries.
7KHPXVHXPRQWKH2SHUD6TXDUHLQ8OXVLV
open everyday except Monday from 8.30 a.m. to
5.30 p.m.
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7KH(WKQRJUDSK\0XVHXP

Ethnography Museum

The building that houses the museum was
GHVLJQHGE\WKHDUFKLWHFW$ULI+LNPHW.R\XQRðOX
DQGZDVEXLOWRQ1DPD]J¼K+LOOLQDQG
opened in 1930. The walls of this rectangular,
two-storey and domed building are made of
coarse sandstone. The four columns of the portal
provide three entrances to the building, and carry
a marble facade decorated with engravings. The
HTXHVWULDQVFXOSWXUHRI$WDWÖUNVWDQGLQJLQIURQW
of the building was made by the Italian sculptor,
Pietro Canonica, in 1927.
The courtyard of the museum is kept as the
V\PEROLFWRPERI$WDWÖUNWKHIRXQGHURIWKH
Turkish Republic, as his tomb was kept there
from 1938 to 1953, when it was transferred to a
VSHFLDOO\EXLOWPDXVROHXPWKH$QÜWNDELU
The museum exhibits precious examples of
Turkish traditional handicrafts, such as wood,
metal and fabric works from different regions
of the country. The museum also provides
YLVLWRUVZLWKDOLEUDU\VSHFLDOL]LQJLQ$QDWROLDQ
ethnography, folklore and art history.
7KHPXVHXPRQWKH2SHUD6TXDUH7DODWSDíD
%RXOHYDUGLVRSHQHYHU\GD\H[FHSW0RQGD\IURP
8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. in summer; and from 8.30
a.m. to 5.00 p.m. in winter.
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7KH0XVHXPRI7XUNLVK:DURI
,QGHSHQGHQFH 7KHILUVW7%00EXLOGLQJ

Museum ofTurkish War of Independence

The museum is housed in a two-storey building on
&XPKXUL\HW6WUHHWLQ8OXVZKLFKZDVGHVLJQHGE\
WKHDUFKLWHFWV6DOLPDQG+DVLSEH\VDQGFRPSOHWHG
RQ$SULO,WEHORQJVWRWKH)LUVW3HULRG
of National Architecture, and the outer walls are
FRYHUHGE\$QNDUDVWRQH DQGHVLWH 
The building served as the first Turkish Grand
1DWLRQDO$VVHPEO\ 7%00 XQWLODQGZDV
RSHQHGDVWKH7%000XVHXPLQ6LQFH
it has been open to the public as the Museum of
Turkish War of Independence.
The museum consists of the presidential
boardroom, the chamber of ministers, the
commission chamber, a private room, administrative
rooms, the assembly hall, a mescit or prayer
hall, the office of the chairman of the assembly, a
photography room, storerooms for various works of
art and an exhibition hall.
The museum is open everyday except Monday from
8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. in summer; from 8.45 a.m. to
4.45 p.m. in winter.
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7KH5HSXEOLF0XVHXP 7KHVHFRQG
7%00EXLOGLQJ 
6LWXDWHGRQ&XPKXUL\HW6WUHHWLQ8OXVWKLVWZR
storey building was designed by the architect
9HGDW7HNDQGFRPSOHWHGLQ7KHDVVHPEO\
was moved from the first parliament building
because it had become too small, and parliament
continued to meet in the new building until 1960.
Wooden ceilings, doors, arches and tiles used
LQWKHEXLOGLQJDUHGHFRUDWHGZLWK6HOMXNDQG
2WWRPDQSDWWHUQV7KHORGJHVLQWKHEXLOGLQJ
reflect the architectural characteristics of the time.
The assembly building was opened to the public
as the Republic Museum in 1981. Documents,
photographs and some personal possessions
EHORQJLQJWR$WDWÖUNñVPHWñQÐQÖDQG&HODO%D\DU
are exhibited in the assembly hall. The furniture
remains faithful to the original throughout the
EXLOGLQJLQFOXGLQJWKHURRPVZKHUH$WDWÖUNnV
principles and reforms were discussed. In the
DVVHPEO\KDOODZD[ILJXUHRI$WDWÖUNGHSLFWVKLP
JLYLQJSDUWRIKLVm*UHDW2UDWLRQnEHWZHHQ
2FWREHU7KHPXVHXPLVRSHQHYHU\GD\
except Monday from 9.45 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

Republic Museum
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7KH$QÜWNDELU$WDWÖUNDQG:DURI
,QGHSHQGHQFH0XVHXP

$QÜWNDELU$WDWÖUNDQG:DURI,QGHSHQGHQFH0XVHXP

7KHEXLOGLQJORFDWHGEHWZHHQWKH0LVDNÜ0LOOL
DQGñQNÜODSWRZHUVLQ$QÜWNDELUZDVRSHQHGDV
WKH$QÜWNDELU$WDWÖUNDQG:DURI,QGHSHQGHQFH
0XVHXPLQ7KHPXVHXPH[KLELWV$WDWÖUNnV
belongings, clothes, medals and awards,
along with presents from World leaders and
possessions donated to the museum by his
DGRSWHGFKLOGUHQ$$IHWñQDQ5XNL\H(UNLQDQG
6DELKD*ÐNÁHQ,WLVRSHQHYHU\GD\IURPDP
to 5 p.m. in summer and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
winter.

7KH$WDWÖUN(GXFDWLRQ([KLELWLRQ$UHD
This museum-like place was opened in
%HíHYOHULQDQGLQFOXGHVWKH%DíÐðUHWPHQ
+HDGPDVWHU $WDWÖUN$UFKLYHDOLEUDU\DQG
exhibition halls with displays of documents,
books and items related to the history of Turkish
education. It is open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.
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$WDWÖUNnV+RXVH0XVHXP

$WDWÖUNnV+RXVH0XVHXP

$UHSOLFDRIWKHKRXVHZKHUH$WDWÖUNZDVERUQLQ
7KHVVDORQLNLZDVEXLOWLQWKH$WDWÖUN)DUPDQG=RR
and was opened as a museum in 1981. The threestorey house has a stone flagged ground floor
ZLWKDFHOODUDQGPDLGVnURRPWKHILUVWIORRUKDV
an anteroom, a kitchen, a sitting room and a guest
room and on the second floor there is another
DQWHURRPDEURQ]HEXVWRI$WDWÖUNDQRWHERRNIRU
YLVLWRUVWRZULWHWKHLUIHHOLQJV$WDWÖUNnVURRPZLWK
his possessions and an exhibition room containing
personal photographs and documents belonging
WR$WDWÖUN7KHPXVHXPLVRSHQHYHU\GD\IURP
a.m. to 5 p.m.

7KH3UHVLGHQWLDO$WDWÖUN0DQVLRQ
0XVHXP
7KHPDQVLRQKRXVHZKHUH$WDWÖUNPRYHGLQ
ZDVEXLOWLQ¡DQND\DLQWKHODWHnV$GGLWLRQV
were made to the building by the architect
0HKPHW9HGDW%H\LQ$VWKHILUVW3UHVLGHQWLDO
Mansion, the building has a special place in the
history of the Republic. It served as the Presidential
Residence until 1932, and the interior has been
preserved with all its furniture and household items.
The office of the Aide-de-Camp to the President
should be contacted to make an appointment prior
to visit the museum which is open everyday except
0RQGD\ )RUDSSRLQWPHQWSOHDVHSKRQH
470 24 85- 
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¡HQJHO+DQ5DKPL.RÁ0XVHXP

7KH3HPEH.ÐíN0XVHXP
This beautiful old villa purchased by the second
SUHVLGHQWRIWKH7XUNLVK5HSXEOLFñVPHWñQÐQÖ
LQ¡DQND\DLQKRVWHGQXPHURXVVRFLDODQG
cultural activities, including meetings held by
$WDWÖUNWRGLVFXVVLVVXHVUHODWLQJWRKLVUHIRUPV
Today, the house serves as a museum containing
SHUVRQDOHIIHFWVDQGSRUWUDLWVRIñVPHWñQÐQÖ
The museum can be visited on national holidays
E\DSSRLQWPHQWIURPDPWRSP )RU
DSSRLQWPHQWSOHDVHSKRQH 

7KH¡HQJHO+DQ5DKPL.RÁ0XVHXP
7KH¡HQJHO+DQZDVEXLOWLQE\'DPDW
5ÖVWHP3DVKDWKHKXVEDQGRI0LKULPDK6XOWDQ
GXULQJWKHUHLJQRI6XOWDQ6HOLP,6LWXDWHGLQ
$WSD]DUÜ6TXDUHDQGFORVHWR$QNDUD&LWDGHOWKH
building is now open to the public as an industrial
museum. The items displayed include electronic
devices such as the first typewriter and television,
industrial equipment dating back to 1850, and
various vechicles. Most objects in the museum
KDYHEHHQGRQDWHGE\5DKPL.RÁD7XUNLVK
industrialist. In the courtyard stands the first shop
RZQHGE\9HKEL.RÁ DSURPLQHQWHQWUHSUHQHXU 
and a waxwork of the man himself. The museum is
open weekdays except Monday from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.; and weekends 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
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7KH%H\SD]DUÜ&XOWXUHDQG+LVWRU\
0XVHXP
7KHPXVHXPLVORFDWHGLQDKRXVHLQWKH%H\SD]DUÜ
'LVWULFWZKLFKZDVGRQDWHGE\+DIÜ]0HKPHW
1XUHWWLQ.DUDRðX],WZDVUHSDLUHGDQGRSHQHG
as a private museum in 1997. The museum
exhibits works reflecting the culture and history of
%H\SD]DUÜDVZHOODVVRPHKLVWRULFSLHFHV
%H\SD]DUÜ&XOWXUHDQG+LVWRU\0XVHXP

EHORQJLQJWRWKH%\]DQWLQH5RPDQDQG2WWRPDQ
periods. It is open everyday except Monday from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.

7KH([KLELWLRQ$UHDRIWKH(GXFDWLRQ
$VVRFLDWLRQ (ðLW'HU
7KLVH[KLELWLRQSODFHZDVHVWDEOLVKHGRQ6RNXOOX
0HKPHW3DíD6WUHHWLQ'LNPHQLQWR
collect, preserve and make use of educational
documents. The collection includes legal papers
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and regulations, national and international treaties,
documentation regarding treaties, scientific
research papers, declarations, documents
on conferences and meetings, a collection
RIPDJD]LQHVQHZVSDSHUVDQGEXOOHWLQV
almanacs, albums, national assembly and private
commission meeting notes and memos on
education. There are also documents of all kinds
relating to religious education, private and general
vocational education and photographs. It is open
weekdays from 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

Cartography Museum

7KH&DUWRJUDSK\0XVHXP
The Cartography Museum of the Cartographical
General Headquarters, an office of the Defence
Ministry which was established in 1971, has
various atlases and maps, archives, old-fashioned
tools and instruments used for drawing maps
on display to the public in its Cebeci facility. The
museum can be visited with the permission of the
Headquarters on Tuesday and Thursday from 9.30
a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

$WDWÖUNnV5HVLGHQFHGXULQJWKH:DURI
,QGHSHQGHQFH
/RFDWHGQHDUE\WKHWUDLQVWDWLRQWKLVWZRVWRUH\
EXLOGLQJLVWKHUHVLGHQFHZKHUH$WDWÖUNVWD\HG
and planned the manoeuvres of the Turkish Army
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$WDWÖUNnV5HVLGHQFHGXULQJWKH:DURI,QGHSHQGHQFH

during the War of Independence. The residence
ERUHZLWQHVVWR$WDWÖUNnVLPSRUWDQWGHFLVLRQV
such as establishing the Turkish Grand National
Assembly on April 23, 1920, and declaring the
VDPHGD\DVWKH1DWLRQDO6RYHUHLJQW\DQG
&KLOGUHQnV'D\$WDWÖUNnVSHUVRQDOEHORQJLQJV
his office and meeting room can be seen on the
first floor of the building. The ground floor exhibits
objects and documents relating to the Turkish
Railways. The Museum is open weekdays from 9
a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

7KH0HWHRURORJLFDO0XVHXP
7KHKHDGTXDUWHUVRIWKH&KLHIRI6WDIIGXULQJWKH
War of Independence, located in Kalaba, has been
converted into a museum where meteorological
instruments can be seen. The museum is open
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

7KH2SHQDLU6WHDP/RFRPRWLYH
0XVHXP
1HDUWKHUDLOZD\VWDWLRQE\&HODO%D\DU%RXOHYDUG
the museum shows the history of steam
locomotion through 10 out-of-service steam
locomotives on display and a railway carriage used
as a space to exhibit the documents including
photos. It is open everyday from 8.30 a.m. to 6.30
p.m. in summer; and from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. in
winter.
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Railways Museum and Art Gallery

7KH5DLOZD\V 7&'' 0XVHXPDQG$UW
*DOOHU\
The two storey stone building, constructed in
1924, was opened as an art gallery and railway
museum after extensive restoration in 1990. Its
ground floor is the art gallery while the first floor
is the railway museum which displays documents
related to the history of railways in Turkey. The
PXVHXPRQWKH7DODWSDíD%RXOHYDUGLVRSHQ
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

7KH0HKPHW$NLI(UVR\0XVHXP
Mehmet Akif Ersoy was a poet who wrote the
lyrics of the Turkish National Anthem. The house
where he lived during the War of Independence
ZDVFRQYHUWHGLQWRDPXVHXPLQ6LWXDWHG
LQWKH+DFHWWHSH8QLYHUVLW\FDPSXVLQ6ÜKKL\H
the two-storey timber building is typical of an old
Ankara house, with a courtyard surrounded by
high walls. The museum has an exhibition of the
SRHWnVEHORQJLQJVDQGSKRWRJUDSKV,WLVRSHQ
weekdays except national holidays from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
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Aviation Museum

7KH$YLDWLRQ0XVHXP
Model planes, aviation photographs, documents,
clothing and aviation equipment are on display
in the Etimesgut Aviation Museum, which was
first opened in 1998. The museum can be visited
everyday except Monday and Tuesday from 9
a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

$ODJÐ]+HDGTXDUWHUV0XVHXP
7KHIDUPKRXVHXVHGE\$WDWÖUNDVKLV
KHDGTXDUWHUVGXULQJWKH6DNDU\D&DPSDLJQ
was turned into a museum in November 10,
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1968. The two-storey building has 12 rooms,
which include a dressing room, library, officers
dining quarters, kitchen, communications room,
OLYLQJTXDUWHUVIRUWKHVWDIIDQG$WDWÖUNnVGLQLQJ
rooms and bedrooms. The museum is located in
$ODJÐ]YLOODJHDQGLVSDUWRIWKH3RODWOÜ$QÜWNDELU
Headquarters.

7KH07$0XVHXPRI1DWXUH+LVWRU\
7KH0LQHUDO5HVHDUFK,QVWLWXWH 07$ FRQYHUWHG
SDUWRILWVIDFLOLWLHVRQWKH(VNLíHKLUURDGLQWRD
museum in 1968. The museum, housed in a
three-storey building, has a rich collection of

07$0XVHXPRI1DWXUH+LVWRU\

mineral and rock specimens discovered during
geological research activities made from 1935 to
the present day across the country. There is also
a collection of over 3,000 fossils on display in the
museum which is under restoration.
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7KH0LGGOH(DVW7HFKQLFDO8QLYHUVLW\
0(78 0XVHXP

7KH0LGGOH(DVW7HFKQLFDO8QLYHUVLW\ 0(78 0XVHXP

Created in 1969, this museum houses
archaeological finds from within the university
campus grounds and other historically important
artefacts discovered in excavations supported
by the university. The foyer area of the museum
contains an admin office, warehouses, service
facilities and an exhibition hall where relics
brought from the Phrygian necropolis, and other
DQWLTXHVLWHVVXFKDV<DOÜQFDNDQG.RÁXPEHOL
are on display. The museum also owns a rich
collection of ethnographic handicrafts including
timber window frames, doors, locks, old
drills, rugs and copper kitchenware. It is open
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

7KH*RUGLRQ0XVHXP
(VWDEOLVKHGLQ<DVVÜKÐ\ÖNLQWKHPXVHXP
exhibits hand-made pottery dating back to
WKH%URQ]H$JHDVZHOODVPHWDODQGZHDYLQJ
implements belonging to the early Phrygian Era,
WKHSHULRGWKDWHQGHGZLWK.LQJ0LGDVnVGHDWK$
W\SLFDOGZHOOLQJGDWLQJIURP%&LVH[KLELWHG
in a panoramic glass display case in the centre
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of the new hall. The remaining section of the new
hall hosts imported Greek ceramics from 600
%&DQG%&DQGRWKHULWHPVRILPSRUWDQFH
from the Hellenistic and Roman periods. In the
final section, visitors can browse a collection of
Phrygian seals and silver coins. The museum is
open everyday from 9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

7KH7R\0XVHXP

7R\0XVHXP

(VWDEOLVKHGLQDVSDUWRI$QNDUD8QLYHUVLW\nV
(GXFDWLRQ)DFXOW\WKHPDLQIXQFWLRQRIWKLV
unique museum is to collect, maintain and display
toys which are fast disappearing as a result of
rapid social change. The museum functions
as a research and education centre, as well
as accomodating more than fifteen hundred
items, including traditional and antique toys,
manufactured toys and toys exported from Turkey.
It can be visited by appointment on weekdays from
DPWRSP )RUDSSRLQWPHQWSOHDVHSKRQH


7KH3770XVHXP
%HVLGHVDFROOHFWLRQRIDOOWKH2WWRPDQDQG7XUNLVK
stamps circulated up to the present-day, this
PXVHXPZKLFKLVORFDWHGLQ$\GÜQOÜNHYOHUKDVD
display of foreign stamps from over 200 different
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countries. It is open except weekends and national
holidays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

7KHìHILN%XUVDOÜ+RXVH0XVHXP
7KHSURPLQHQWSDLQWHUìHILN%XUVDOÜ  
became famous between 1934-1936 with paintings
of Mevlana, the spiritual leader of the whirling
dervishes, and landscapes reflecting the harsh
steppe region around Konya - a city in Central
$QDWROLD7KHDUWLVWnVKRXVHKDVEHHQ
converted into a museum displaying various
personal items including his painting tools and
materials, and photographs. It can be visited
everyday except Monday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

6DNDU\D0RQXPHQWWRWKH)DOOHQDQG
0XVHXP

6DNDU\D0RQXPHQWWRWKH)DOOHQDQG0XVHXP

/RFDWHGRQWKHìHKLWOHUNDíÜ+LOOLQWKH3RODWOÜ
District, this magnificent monument was erected
in memory of the Turkish soldiers who lost their
OLYHVLQWKH6DNDU\D%DWWOHGXULQJWKH:DURI
Independence. The columns rising on each side
RIWKHURDGZLWKVWHSVV\PEROL]HWKHYLFWRU\
against the powerful enemy. At the end of the road
are bas-relief sculptures and the museum. The
monument, opened to visitors since 1973, can
be visited by appointment from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Artillery and Missile Academy Headquarters should
be contacted to make an appointment prior to visit.
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7XUNLVK$YLDWLRQ$VVRFLDWLRQ0XVHXP

7KH3URI'U¶ONHU0XQFXN0XVHXP
7KLVPXVHXPZDVIRXQGHGLQ*D]L8QLYHUVLW\
)DFXOW\RI9RFDWLRQDO(GXFDWLRQLQWRH[KLELW
local clothes, embroidery, lace, jewellery, handmade socks and documents collected from
different regions of Anatolia. It is open weekdays
from 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

7KH$JULFXOWXUH0XVHXP
Agricultural tools and equipment used in and
DURXQGWKH3RODWOÜ'LVWULFWDUHRQGLVSOD\DW
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3URI'U¶ONHU0XQFXN0XVHXP

this museum, which was opened in 2001. The
PXVHXPLQWKH9LFWRU\3DUNDOVRLQFOXGHVDVPDOO
]RRZLWKQHDUO\GLIIHUHQWVSHFLHVRIDQLPDO,W
is open everyday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

7KH7XUNLVK$YLDWLRQ$VVRFLDWLRQ
0XVHXP
Inaugurated on May 19, 2002 at the Youth and
6SRUWV)HVWLYDODQHYHQWZKLFKZDVGHGLFDWHGWR
WKH7XUNLVK<RXWKE\$WDWÖUNWKHPXVHXPLVXVHG
to exhibit medals, awards and trophies relating
to aviation and model planes. It is open everyday
except Monday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
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7KH0XVHXPRIWKH7XUNLVK$JULFXOWXUH
%DQN
7KH%DQNnVKHDGTXDUWHUVLQ8OXVZHUHGHVLJQHG
and constructed by the Italian architect Giulio
Mongeri between 1926 and 1929. The building
is constructed in a style typical of the first
National Architectural Period following the
establishment of the Republic. It was converted
into a museum on the 118th anniversary of the
EDQNnVIRXQGDWLRQLQ,WLVWKHRQO\PXVHXP
of its kind in Turkey, and it has various historical
bank documents and banking equipment in its
collection. It is open weekdays from 9 a.m. to
5.30 p.m.
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7KH7XUNLVK5DGLRDQG7HOHYLVLRQ
757 0XVHXP
The former TRT Radio Museum, which had
a collection of outdated radio and electronic
equipment, was relocated in 1981 to its new
SUHPLVHVLQWKH2UDQQHLJKERXUKRRG,QLW
became the new TRT Museum, with the largest
FXUUHQWH[KLELWLRQoWKH,QGHSHQGHQFH*DOOHU\p
dedicated to decorations, costumes and military
equipment used in the production of the most
HODERUDWH79VHULDOo.XUWXOXípHYHUSURGXFHG
by TRT about the War of Independence. The film
exhibits are accompanied by light and sound
effects which make them well worth seeing. The
museum can be visited from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
0RQGD\:HGQHVGD\DQG6DWXUGD\

0XVHXPRIWKH7XUNLVK$JULFXOWXUH%DQN
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Monuments
7KH+LWWLWH0RQXPHQW
7KH+LWWLWH0RQXPHQWLQ6ÜKKL\HZDVHUHFWHGLQ
1974. It is a huge representation of a 24 cm high
ritual object discovered in excavations at the Hittite
VLWHRI$ODFDKÐ\ÖN7KHRULJLQDOREMHFWLVQRZLQ
WKHFLW\nV0XVHXPRI$QDWROLDQ&LYLOL]DWLRQV7KH
figure, which has become the symbol of the Hittites,
DFWXDOO\EHORQJVWRWKH+DWWLFLYLOL]DWLRQZKLFKGDWHV
IURPWKH(DUO\%URQ]H$JH WKHVHFRQGKDOIRIWKH
UGPLOOHQQLXP%& 7KH+DWWLDQVGHYHORSHGWKH
practice of worshipping animal-shaped gods and
the bull became their most important figure. The
combination of the bull and the sky/sun symbol
VHHPWRV\PEROL]HWKHVXSUHPHJRGRIWKHVN\

7KH5HSXEOLF0RQXPHQW
6WDQGLQJLQ8OXV6TXDUHWKLVPRQXPHQWZDVPDGH
by an Australian sculptor, Krippel, in memory of
the heroes of the Turkish War of Independence.
7KHEDVHRIWKHHTXHVWULDQVWDWXHRI$WDWÖUNEHDUV
UHOLHIVGHSLFWLQJ$WDWÖUNDQGKLVVROGLHUVDORQJZLWK
ILJXUHVV\PEROL]LQJ7XUNLVKZRPHQDQGWKH\RXQJ
Turkish Republic.
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7KH0LPDU6LQDQ0RQXPHQW
7KLVPDUEOHVWDWXHSRUWUD\LQJWKH2WWRPDQ
DUFKLWHFW0LPDU6LQDQLVORFDWHGLQIURQWRIWKH
/DQJXDJH+LVWRU\DQG*HRJUDSK\)DFXOW\LQ
6ÜKKL\HDQGZDVPDGHE\WKHVFXOSWRU3URI
+ÖVH\LQ$QNDLQ

7KH0LWKDW3DíD0RQXPHQW
This statue of Mithat Pasha seated in an armchair
is located beside the General Headquarters of
WKH7XUNLVK$JULFXOWXUH%DQNLQ8OXV,QWKH
EDQNFRPPLVVLRQHG3URIHVVRU+ÖVH\LQ$QNDWR
FUHDWHDVWDWXHRIWKH*UDQG9L]LHU0LWKDW3DVKD
ZKRIRXQGHGWKH7XUNLVK$JULFXOWXUH%DQNLQ
1863.

7KH9LFWRU\0RQXPHQW
6LWXDWHGRQ$WDWÖUN%RXOHYDUGLQ<HQLíHKLUWKLV
monument was created by an Italian sculptor,
3LHWUR&DQRQLFDLQ,WLVDEURQ]HVWDWXH
RIDXQLIRUPHG$WDWÖUNVWDQGLQJDQGOHDQLQJRQ
his sword. The base of the statue bears reliefs
depicting victory wreaths.

7KH6HFXULW\0RQXPHQW
This memorial was made out of local Ankara
VWRQHLQE\3URI+RO]PDLVWHU3URI$QWRQ
+DQDNDQG3URI-R]HI7KRUHN$JLIWWRWKH
Turkish nation, the relief-covered monument is
dedicated to the Turkish police and gendarmerie.
It also contains sculptures representing the
FRPUDGHVZKRDVVLVWHG$WDWÖUNLQRUJDQL]LQJWKH
revolutionary movement and winning the War
RI,QGHSHQGHQFH2WKHUUHOLHIVGHSLFWKXPDQ
intelligence and working farmers.
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6HFXULW\0RQXPHQW
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+DFÜ%D\UDP0RVTXH

Mosques
7KH+DFÜ%D\UDP0RVTXH
The mosque, situated next to the Temple of
$XJXVWXVZDVEXLOWE\+DGML%D\UDP9HOL
between 1427 and 1428. The rectangular, stonebased building has brick walls and a tiled roof. It
ZDVFRQVWUXFWHGLQWKH6HOMXNVW\OHDQGUHSDLUHG
E\WKHIDPRXVPDVWHUDUFKLWHFW0LPDU6LQDQ7KH
cylindrical twin-galleried minaret rises adjacent to
the southeast wall of the tomb. Inside the plaster
niche rises from the ground up to the ceiling. The
LQWHUQDOZDOOVDUHGHFRUDWHGZLWK.ÖWDK\DWLOHV
up to the level of the lower windows. Adjacent to
WKHVRXWKZDOOLVWKHWRPERI+DGML%D\UDP9HOLD
revered local saint.

7KH.RFDWHSH0RVTXH
Construction of this mosque, which is located in
WKHFLW\nV.RFDWHSHTXDUWHUEHJDQLQ7KH
EXLOGLQJLVUHPLQLVFHQWRIWKH6HOLPL\H0RVTXH
LQ(GLUQHZLWKLWVIRXUPLQDUHWVDQGRIñVWDQEXOnV
6XOWDQ$KPHW0RVTXH %OXH0RVTXH ZLWKLWV
central dome and cascade of semi-circular
domes. The central hall is covered by the main
dome, which is surrounded by four semi-circular
domes. A marble fountain for ablutions beautifies
the porticoed courtyard, which is positioned in
front of the main gate in the north. The niche and
the pulpit are decorated using white marble. The
interior of the mosque was designed in classical
2WWRPDQDUFKLWHFWXUDOVW\OHDQGLVGHFRUDWHGZLWK
tiles, marble, brass and special paintings. The
tinted glass ornamentation adds a special touch
to the interior. Made from a special kind of glass,
WKH\IRUPDWUDQVLWLRQIURPWKHFODVVLFDO2WWRPDQ
to a more contemporary Turkish style.
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.RFDWHSH0RVTXH
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7KH$ðDÁ$\DN0RVTXH
7KH$ðDÁ$\DN0RVTXHZDVEXLOWRQ8OXFDQODU
%RXOHYDUGLQDERXW,WLVRQHRIWKHILQHVW
2WWRPDQPRVTXHVLQWKHFLW\DQGKDVDVKRUW
timber minaret and elegantly ornamented pews,
decorated using various ochre paintings. The
niche is embellished with geometrical shaped
reliefs and the timber ceiling is a brilliant example
of wood carving work.

7KH$KL<DNXS0RVTXH
The building was constructed by Ahi Yakup in
WKHFLW\nVñVPHW3DíD1HLJKERXUKRRGLQ,W
is a plain building based on stone foundations,
enclosed by sun-dried bricks and topped by
a tiled roof. Its niche is typical of 14th century
Ankara mosques.

7KH$ODHGGLQ0RVTXH
Dating back to 1197 and situated in the Ankara
Citadel, the Alaeddin Mosque is one of the oldest
mosques in the city. Cut stone and rubble were
used in the construction of the building and the
roof is made from tiles. In the northwest corner
rises a single galleried minaret. The pulpit,
the antique column heads in the narthex and
the restoration inscription on the gate are the
important architectural features of the building.

7KH$KL(OYDQ0RVTXH
$KL(OYDQ0HKPHW%H\DSURPLQHQW$KLILJXUH
KDGWKLVPRVTXHEXLOWLQWKHFLW\nV.R\XQSD]DUÜ
quarter between 1331 and 1389. It has a
rectangular floor-plan. While the walls of the
mosque were constructed of stone and sundried bricks higher up, the interior was built
using timber, creating a very solid structure.
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The wooden ceiling is supported by
12 marble capitals each of which is
securely mounted on timber columns.
The wooden pulpit, ornamented with
pentagon motives, is an elegant
H[DPSOHRIWKH6HOMXNVW\OHRI
woodcarving.

7KH6DUÜNDGÜ 0LPDU]DGH
0RVTXH
This 18th century mosque is situated in
+DPDPÐQÖ,WLVFRQVWUXFWHGRQDVWRQH
base with walls of sun-dried brick and a
tiled roof. The mosque bears the typical
characteristics of the period it was built.
7KHZRPHQnVSHZWKHQLFKHWKHFHLOLQJ
and the windows are decorated by
VÖOÖV ODUJH$UDELFWH[WV 7KHLQIOXHQFH
of the Rococo style is noticeable in the
plaster work of the upper windows and
EHORZWKHPXH]]LQnV WKHLPDPnV SHZ

7KH7DFHGGLQ0RVTXH
The Taceddin Mosque is also situated in
+DPDPÐQÖQHDUWKH.DUDFDEH\LPDUHW
,WZDVEXLOWE\6XOWDQ$EGXOKDPLG,,LQ
1901-1902. The complex is rectangular
and has a cylindrical stone minaret
resting on a square base rising in the
northeast of the building. There is also a
tomb located in the western part of the
building.

7KH$VODQKDQH $KL
ìHUDIHGGLQ 0RVTXH
This mosque was built by Ahi
ìHUDIHGGLQDQGWKH$KL+ÖVDPHGGLQ
EURWKHUVLQWKH6DPDQSD]DUÜTXDUWHU
between 1290 and 1291. The building,
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$VODQKDQH $KLìHUDIHGGLQ 0RVTXH
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.DUDFDEH\0RVTXH

constructed of stone collected from
Roman and Greek ruins, is composed
of five rectangular prayer halls
positioned lengthwise and enclosing
a pointy roof made of lead. The single
minaret adjacent to the northeast
wall is cylindrical and made of bricks
on a square stone base. The interior,
including the ceilings, is made of
wood, with engraved panels used
throughout. The pulpit reaches to the
ceiling and is decorated with fine tile
work. It is one of the most impressive
VXUYLYLQJSXOSLWVIURPWKH6HOMXN
3HULRG7KHQDPHo$VODQKDQHprWKH
lion house- is derived from an antique
lion sculpture embedded in the wall
of a tomb located in the eastern part
of the mosque. Next to the mosque
is another tomb called the Ahi
ìHUDIHGGLQ.ÖODKOÜ7RPE

7KH&HQDEÜ$KPHG0RVTXH
This mosque was constructed in the
ñÁ&HEHFLTXDUWHULQE\&HQDEÜ
Ahmed Pasha, a military governor of
$QNDUDGXULQJWKHUHLJQRI6ÖOH\PDQ
the Magnificent. It is a classical
2WWRPDQPRVTXHZLWKDVTXDUHIORRU
covered by a single lead dome which
is carried by walls of cut stone. The
narthex is supported by four marble
columns which are connected to
one another by three pointed arches,
forming a sturdy structure that carries
WKUHHVPDOOHUGRPHV7KHPRVTXHnV
windows are edged with colourful
paint work and encircle the building in
three rows.
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7KH¡LÁHNÁLRðOX0RVTXH
/RFDWHGLQWKH$OSDUVODQ
neighbourhood, this mosque is a
typical example of those built in Ankara
in the late 17th and early 18th century.
It has sun-dried brick walls, a tiled
roof, a decorated ceiling, window-top
inscriptions and a pulpit.

7KH.DUDFDEH\0RVTXH
This mosque was built by Karacabey
LQWKHWKFHQWXU\LQWKH+DPDPÐQÖ
quarter. The mosque is part of a
complex including a tomb, a fountain
DQGDGRXEOHEDWK KDPDP 7KH
Karacabey Mosque, which is the only
example in Ankara of a mosque with
an exedra, is covered by five domes,
which are supported by stone and
brick walls. The minaret is a remarkable
example of its kind, with splendid
JOD]HGEULFNVDQGWLOHV7KHWRPE
of Karacabey is located beside the
mosque.

7KH=LQFLUOL0RVTXH
6LWXDWHGLQ8OXVRQ$QDIDUWDODU6WUHHW
this mosque was built on a stone base
with brick walls and a tiled roof. The
wooden ceiling was constructed using
a special technique. The building has
the typical characteristics of a late
- mid 17th century mosque, with its
ceiling, niche, pulpit and facade.
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7UDGLWLRQDO+RXVHV
$QNDUD+RXVHV
%XLOWLQWKHWKWKDQGWKFHQWXULHVRQO\D
few examples of old Ankara houses are left intact
WRGD\7KHEHVWH[DPSOHVDUHLQWKHFLW\nVROGHU
QHLJKERXUKRRGVDQGLQVLGHWKHFDVWOHnVZDOOVLQ
particular. They are typically two-storey and made
RXWRIZRRGDQGVXQGULHGEULFNV2QWKHJURXQG
IORRUDUHWKHVHUYDQWVnTXDUWHUVDQGDFRXUW\DUG
ZKLOHRQWKHILUVWIORRUDUHURRPVIRUWKHODQGORUGnV
use. The guest rooms and bedrooms are located
on the first floor too. A staircase with only one side
open, called a seyregah or sergah, often leads
to a covered terrace. The ceilings, the doors and
some other parts of the interiors are decorated
ZLWKJHRPHWULFDOmUXPLnDQGmKDWDLnSDWWHUQVEDVHG
RQ6HOMXNRUQDPHQWDWLRQ7RGD\VRPHRIWKH
houses are being used for touristic purposes.
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$\Dí+RXVHV
TKHVXUYLYLQJ$\DíKRXVHVDUHFRQFHQWUDWHG
around the marketplace and on the slopes of
the valley to the north. These houses display
architectural features typical of traditional Turkish
houses. They are generally two-storey houses
which are made of wood and stone or brick. The
JURXQGIORRUKDVDVWDEOHDFHOODUDQGDVHUYDQWnV
URRPGHSHQGLQJRQWKHVL]HRIWKHKRXVH7KH
upper floors, which are the actual living areas,
have two or three rooms around an anteroom, as
well as the kitchen, bathroom and toilet. There
are generally wooden ceilings throughout. The
outer part of the house is furnished with various
projections and the windows are screened by
wooden latticework.

59

%H\SD]DUÜ+RXVHV
7KHROGGLVWULFWRI%H\SD]DUÜEXLOWRQVWHHS
slopes and valleys, is extremely picturesque
with its marketplace, traditional houses and
QDWXUDOODQGVFDSH&HQWXU\ROG%H\SD]DUÜKRXVHV
ZLWKWKHW\SLFDOFKDUDFWHULVWLFVRI2WWRPDQDQG
traditional Turkish domestic architecture are
generally two- or three-storey houses with bay
ZLQGRZVDQGDQDWWLFFDOOHGDmNXíNDQDn7KH
main walls are made of stone and the upper
SDUWVRIWKHKRXVHVDUHPDGHRIZRRG2XWHU
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%H\SD]DUÜ+RXVHV

surfaces are plastered and the houses are
covered with tiled roofs. The ground floors of the
buildings consist of servant rooms and cellars.
2QWKHXSSHUIORRUVDUHFWDQJXODURUVTXDUH
anteroom is surrounded by rooms, a kitchen and
a bathroom.
*ÖGÖO+RXVHV
*ÖGÖOKRXVHVDUHDOVRDPRQJWKHROG7XUNLVK
KRXVHVVWLOOVWDQGLQJLQWKHFHQWUHRI*ÖGÖO
District.
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Alternative Opportunities
6NLLQJ

The (OPDGDð6NL&HQWUHis located on the
QRUWKHUQVORSHVRI(OPDGDðPRXQWDLQNPIURP
Ankara. The snow reaches 30-60 cm and the resort
ranges from the 1500-1850 m above sea-level. The
ski season is between January and March. The ski
pistes are perfect for beginners and intermediate
skiers.

&RQJUHVV7UDYHO
Ankara has a distinct advantage over other nearby
centres for hosting national and international
meetings. Its location offers easy access for
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travellers, and its well developed infrastructure and
transportation system, coupled with rich cultural
heritage and natural resources make the city an
ideal spot for congresses and meetings. The city
also has a range of hotels, resorts, universities
and public buildings, with well-established, state
of the art facilities, which make ideal locations for
successful events of any kind.

&DPSLQJDQG&DUDYDQQLQJ
The camping and caravan sites at the 6RðXNVX
1DWLRQDO3DUN the(ðULRYD and %HQOLSODWHDXV,
the ¡XEXN.DUDJÐO forest recreation park and
the %D\ÜQGÜU'DP are equipped with up-to-date
facilities for day and overnight use.

+LJK3ODWHDXV
/RFDWHGWRWKHQRUWKRI%H\SD]DUÜ.DUDíDUDQG
(ðULRYD plateaus, including the highlands of
%HOHQRYD.X\XFDN6DUÜDODQDQG¡XNXUÐUHQRIIHU
excellent opportunities for recreation and sporting
activities, such as trekking, hiking and camping.
The scenery is beautifully unspoilt, with a range
of interesting natural fauna and flora. There is a
small lake for people interested in fishing, and
with a bit of luck, you may hook a trout or two on
your line. There are plenty of other locations worth
exploring in the area, such as the ¡DPOÜGHUH
%HQOLSODWHDXVNPHDVWRI¡DPOÜGHUH7KLV
UDQJHVSUHDGVDFURVVDYDVWDUHDLQFOXGLQJ<ÜODQOÜ
2VPDQVLQ3HÁHQHNDQG¡XNXUÐUHQSODWHDXV7KH
6RUJXQ3ODWHDXNPIURPWKHWRZQRI*ÖGÖO
and the 1DOOÜKDQ$QGÜ] range, 30 km from the
WRZQRI1DOOÜKDQDUHRWKHUSODFHVVXLWDEOHIRU
RXWGRRUVSRUWV/DVWEXWQRWWKHOHDVWDUHWKH
6DOÜQ 0DGHQ 8OXFDNDQG%DíNÐ\plateaus,
which are 30, 40, and 45 km from the district of
.Ü]ÜOFDKDPDPUHVSHFWLYHO\&RYHUHGE\WKLFN
%ODFN3LQHIRUHVWVWKHUDQJHVSURYLGHH[FHOOHQW
conditions for nature lovers.
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7KHUPDO6SDV

The temperature of the water at the
.Ü]ÜOFDKDPDPVSDLV&LQWKHPDLQVSULQJ
&LQWKHVPDOOVSULQJ&LQWKHPLQHUDOZDWHU
VSULQJDQG&LQWKH$FÜVXVSULQJ7KHSK\VLFDO
and chemical properties of the water fall into the
category of hypo-thermal and hypo-tonic. People
staying in hotels and other accommodation
facilities nearby can also make use of the water
for cures. It is thought that drinking the water
has a therapeutic effect for the liver, gall bladder,
digestive system and the metabolism, while
bathing in the water helps ease complaints of
the coronary and circulatory system, as well as
rheumatism.
7KHZDWHUWHPSHUDWXUHUHDFKHV&DWWKH6H\
+DPDPÜVSULQJZKLFKLVORFDWHGNPZHVWRI
*ÖYHP&RXQW\RQWKH.Ü]ÜOFDKDPDP¡HUNHí
road. The water is rich in bicarbonate, sodium,
calcium, fluoride and carbon dioxide. There are
facilities at the spring for drinking and bathing
treatments. The thermal water is known to have
a positive healing effect on rheumatism, joint
and calcification problems, stomach/digestive
and circulatory system complaints, neurological
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defects, as well as liver, gall bladder and dietary
disorders.
7KH$\DíVSDORFDWHGLQ$\Dí'LVWULFWKDYHDZDWHU
WHPSHUDWXUHRI&FRPSDUHGWRDURXQG&
at the nearby $\Dí.DUDND\D facility. The water
from both springs is rich in sodium, calcium and
carbon dioxide, and is recommended for treating
rheumatism, neuralgia, gynaecological problems,
gall bladder complaints, constipation, inflammation
problems and kidney stones.
The water temperatures at the 'XWOX7DKWDOÜ
VSULQJVDW%H\SD]DUÜYDU\IURPWR&7KH
water includes high levels of chloride, sulphates,
sodium, calcium and carbon dioxide. It is believed
that people suffering with dermatological problems
or complaints relating to the liver, gall bladder,
pancreas and high cholesterol can benefit from
treatments at the springs.
The 0HOLNíDKVSULQJVLQ¡XEXNKDYHDZDWHU
WHPSHUDWXUHRIDURXQG&7KH+D\PDQD
VSULQJVKDYHDWHPSHUDWXUHRI&DUHDPRQJ
the best known hot water springs in the area. They
contain high levels of minerals, such as calcium,
sodium, magnesium and carbon dioxide, which
are believed to have a therapeutic effect for
problems relating to the stomach, liver, pancreas,
as well as high cholesterol and lung-related
problems.

:LQGVXUILQJ
7KH6DUÜ\DUDQG¡DPOÜGHUHUHVHUYRLUVDUHVXLWDEOH
for windsurfing.

0RXQWDLQ%LNLQJ
The valleys of the Kirmir and Ankara creeks, the
(ðULRYDDQG%HQOLSODWHDXVDQGWKHDUHDVDURXQG
/DNH.DUDJÐO/DNH0RJDQDQG/DNH(\PLUDUH
among the best places for mountain biking.
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&DYLQJ
7KRXJKWWRGDWHIURPWKH%\]DQWLQH3HULRGWKH
VRFDOOHG%\]DQWLQHFDYHVZHUHGXJLQWRWKH
PRXQWDLQVLGHDORQJWKH.LUPLU&UHHNLQ*ÖGÖO
These tunnels are connected by stairs and the
ZKROHFRPSOH[LVVLPLODUWRWKHIDPRXV¶UJÖS
*ÐUHPHFDYHVLQ&HQWUDO$QDWROLD3HRSOHOLYHG
in the caves and there is even an underground
FKXUFK6RPHRIWKHVWDLUVOHDGLQJWRWKHXSSHU
sections of the cave system have been eroded
away by the creek. Another spot worth seeing is
the 7XOXPWDí Cavern which is located beneath the
GLVWULFWRI*ÐOEDíÜNPIURP$QNDUDEHWZHHQ
WKHYLOODJHVRIñQFHN+DFÜODUDQG7XOXPWDí7KH
7XOXPWDí&DYHUQLVNPORQJNPZLGHDQG
30-40 m high. It was formed by chemical

weathering of the limestone and calcium deposits
have formed large stalactites and stalagmites on
the ceiling and the floor of the cavern.

)LVKLQJ
)LVKLQJLVSHUPLWWHGLQWKH.Ü]ÜOÜUPDNDQG6DNDU\D
rivers and their tributaries, as well as in the
.LUPLU&UHHN0RJDQ(\PLU.HUHYLWDQG.DUDJÐO
ODNHVDQGWKH$VDUWHSH¡DPOÜGHUH6DUÜ\DUDQG
.HVLNÐSUÖUHVHUYRLUVDUHDOVRSRSXODUZLWKDQJOHUV
Main fish species are common carp, tinca tinca,
sand smelt, leiciscus cephalus, coal cod, crayfish,
catfish, esox lucius, lake trout, carp, miror carp,
carp beam.
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7UHNNLQJDQG+LNLQJ

The .LUPLU&UHHN9DOOH\ has a 30 km track ideal
IRUWUHNNLQJZKLOHWKH3D]DU&UHHN9DOOH\KDVD
splendid ecosystem and geological formations.
These are two of the best places for trekking,
although other good areas to walk are the ñOKDQ
&UHHN$ðDQ9DOOH\, which has a pleasant 22
km path through thick forest and breathtaking
landscapes, and the ¡XEXN&UHHN9DOOH\. With its
canyon-like landscape and varied plant species,
WKH¡XEXN9DOOH\DUHDLVSDUWLFXODUO\VXLWDEOH
for people with an interest in geology and rock
formations.
7KHUXJJHGDQGQDUURZñQÐQÖ9DOOH\LVIODQNHGE\
rocky hills and dotted with orchards, plantations
and vineyards, as well as some characteristic
rural dwellings. /DNH0RJDQ/DNH(\PLU and the
¡XEXN'DP5HVHUYRLUDUHJRRGSODFHVWRWDNH
a stroll through lovely natural surroundings. The
6RðXNVX1DWLRQDO3DUN, which forms a transition
]RQHbetween the steppe and forest environments,
has great biological and ecological importance.
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%LUG:DWFKLQJ
/RFDWHGLQDEDVLQRQWKHERXQGDULHVRI%DODDQG
Haymana districts, 70 km south of Ankara,/DNH
¡ÐO ¡DOÜNGÖ]Ö LVDKDYHQIRUDTXDWLFELUGV7KH
lake covers an area of 1500 hectares and is fed
by small streams. Many aquatic birds including
great sand plovers and ruddy shell ducks
RYHUZLQWHUDWWKHODNH)ODPLQJRVSLQWDLOVDQG
black-winged stilts are usually observed in the
area after the breeding season. Mallard ducks,
shovelers, red tails and woodpeckers are some
of the other birds breeding in the vicinity.
NPVRXWKRI$QNDUDLQ*ÐOEDíÜ'LVWULFW/DNH
0RJDQLVRQHRIWKHUHJLRQnVPRVWLPSRUWDQW
bird breeding grounds. The lake hosts breeding
populations of heron, red crested pochard
and pintail. At the end of each autumn and at
the beginning of spring, many other species,
including coots, little grebes, great crested
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grebes, gadwalls, mallard and marsh harrier, can
be observed around the lake.
7KHPRXQWDLQRXVDQGZRRGHG6RðXNVX1DWLRQDO
Park is also an important breeding ground for
birds such as the black stork, bearded vulture,
lesser vulture, red vulture and several species of
eagle.
6LWXDWHGDWWKHEDVHRIWKH.DYDNOÜ0RXQWDLQV
ZLWKLQWKHGLVWULFWVRI*ÖGÖODQG'ÐUWGLYDQD
10-km long valley formed by the 6DYDUL stream,
is a breeding ground for the black vulture. North
RI%H\SD]DUÜDVHULHVRIURFN\FOLIIVLQWKHñQÐQÖ
9DOOH\PDNHILQHQHVWLQJVLWHVIRUEODFNVWRUNV
night herons, lesser vultures and ravens.
,QWKHGLVWULFWVRI%H\SD]DUÜDQG1DOOÜKDQWKH
1DOOÜKDQ%LUG3DUDGLVH covers a marshy area
EHVLGHWKH6DUÜ\DU'DPDQGURFN\WHUUDLQWRWKH
north of the lake. The main species breeding in
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the area are night herons, black storks, bearded
IDOFRQVDQGOHVVHUYXOWXUHV/LWWOHHJUHWVDQGJUH\
herons also breed in the vicinity of the lake.
6LWXDWHGLQ%DOD'LVWULFWWKH%H\QDP)RUHVWhas
been recognised as a special bird area due to
the existence of breeding colonies of white-tailed
and golden eagles.

+RUVHULGLQJ
.DUDFDÐUHQ9LOODJHRI.Ü]ÜOFDKDPDPRIIHUV
enjoyable horse-rides along excellent tracks.
7KHUHLVDOVRJRRGKRUVHULGLQJLQWKH.DUDíDU
%HQOLRYDDQG¡DPOÜGHUH%HQOLSODWHDXV

3DUDJOLGLQJ
7KH*ÐOEDíÜ7UDLQLQJ&HQWUHZKHUH$QNDUDnV
universities have their aviation clubs, has a range
of activities and facilities available for visitors.
The training hill is highly suitable for paragliding
training thanks to its height and the predominant
wind.
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%RWDQ\DQG)ORUD
The interaction of topography
graphy and climate
around Ankara has created
eated conditions suitable
for the spread of two different
ifferent types of flora.
The first are steppe plants
ants which are prevalent
on the plateaus and the
e lower areas with low
precipitation. The spiky bushes, grasses and
other plants that grow alongside the creeks and
streams, such as oleanders, willows and poplar
trees, also fall into this group. The steppe plants
are generally short and found in clusters. They
include species such as short grasses, weeds,
rue, sweet broom, wild barley, poppies, daisies,
marsh-mallow, thyme, spurge, dead nettle, wild
rose and blackberry.
The second type of flora in the area is the forest
species. Islands of woodland, such as the
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%H\QDP)RUHVWVSUHDGLQWRWKHVWHSSH]RQHV
%ODFNSLQHMXQLSHUDQGRDNDUHDEXQGDQWLQ
these forests.
The flora found in the Ankara region is
extremely diverse with almost 960 plant
species, 175 of which, including species of
crocus and cornflower, are endemic. The
most common species of plant in the region
are the chamomiles, the legumes, the grains
FDU\RSVHV WKHWXUQLSVDQGWKHGHDGQHWWOHV

:LOGOLIH
The wide variety of natural habitats in the Ankara
region supports a highly diverse selection. The
creeks, rivers, lakes and reservoirs are home to
aquatic creatures such as carp, trout, freshwater
mussels, crabs and terrapins; as well as birds
such as cormorants, wild ducks, grey herons
and moorhen. The woodland and forested
DUHDVLQ1DOOÜKDQ%H\SD]DUÜ.Ü]ÜOFDKDPDP
¡DPOÜGHUH¡XEXNDQG*ÖGÖOGLVWULFWVVXSSRUW
large animals like bears, wild boar and deer.
Although recently observed in the vicinity
RI1DOOÜKDQDQG%H\SD]DUÜZLOGVKHHSKDYH
VDGO\EHFRPHH[WLQFW2WKHUPDPPDOVVXFK
as wolves, foxes, badgers, rabbits, polecats,
weasels and squirrels, as well as birds such as
partridges, grey partridges, bustards, cranes,
woodcocks, pigeons, stock-doves and quails
can be observed in abundance throughout the
region. The area is also home to birds of prey,
such as hawks, falcons and eagles.

1DWXUH3DUNVDQG5HFUHDWLRQDO$UHDV
NPIURP$QNDUDLQ.Ü]ÜOFDKDPDPLVWKH
6RðXNVX1DWLRQDO3DUN which was established
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$WDWÖUN)DUPDQG=RR

in 1959 and covers an area of 1,050 hectares. The
park lies at an altitude of approximately 1,300 m
DQGLVLQWKHLPSRUWDQWWUDQVLWLRQDO]RQHEHWZHHQ
Central Anatolia and the dense green woodlands
of Northern Anatolia. The landscape consists of
many small streams and flat areas between the
valleys. The wooded areas of the natural park
support populations of wild boar, bear, wolf, fox,
GHHUDQGPDUWHQ7UHHVSHFLHVLQFOXGH6FRWV
pine, yellow pine, oak and poplar, along with
many species of sub-flora. Known locally as the
mR[\JHQVXSSO\RI$QNDUDnWKHSDUNKDVHQRXJK
space to host 8,000 visitors in its picnic area.
The $WDWÖUN)DUPDQG=RR $2¡ is one of
the oldest excursion spots in the city. It was
HVWDEOLVKHGLQDWWKHEHKHVWRI$WDWÖUNDQG
attracts a great many visitors to its green fields,
SLFQLFDUHDV]RRDQGUHVWDXUDQWV$OWÜQSDUN,
LQ$\GÜQOÜNHYOHUKDVDIDLUJURXQGFXOWXUHDQG
science centres, open-air and semi-enclosed
amphitheatres, open-air and indoor sports
facilities, restaurants serving Turkish food and
dishes from other parts of the world, entertainment
venues, an artificial lake, gardens and green
houses.
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/DQGRI:RQGHUV
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Another recreation area which is popular,
especially in summer, is *HQÁOLN3DUNLQ8OXV
which offers facilities such as restaurants, cafes,
game areas and a large pool.
*ÐNVX3DUNis one of the largest parks in Ankara
and includes open-air sport facilities, restaurants,
walking tracks, a lake, an amphitheatre and
a go-cart track. +DULNDODU'L\DUÜ /DQGRI
:RQGHUV LQ6LQFDQLVWKHODUJHVWUHFUHDWLRQ
area in Ankara. It boasts a youth centre, a
cultural centre, restaurants serving Anatolian
dishes and seafood, country cafes and barbeque
cafes. There are also sculptures of cartoon
characters which are very popular with children.
There are many other nice parks and open-air
recreation areas, such as the %RWDQLFDO3DUN
and 6HðPHQOHU3DUNLQ¡DQND\D*ÖYHQSDUNLQ
.Ü]ÜOD\.XðXOX3DUNLQ7XQDOÜ$EGLñSHNÁL3DUN
Demetevler Park, &HPUH3DUN in Demetevler,
.XUWXOXí3DUN and 'LNPHQ9DOOH\
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([FXUVLRQ6SRUWV
The lakes of 0RJDQ and (\PLU, located in
*ÐOEDíÜNPVRXWKRI$QNDUDRQWKH.RQ\D
motorway, with their natural beauty, clean air and
lakeside restaurants, are ideal destinations for
those who would like to take a day-trip from the
FLW\7KHVXQVHWRYHU/DNH0RJDQDQGWKHPDQ\
species of birds that make it their home are worth
watching. You can also enjoy delicious dishes
made with fish caught in the lake.
6LWXDWHGNPIURP¡XEXNDWWKHEDVHRI
<ÜOGÜUÜP0RXQWDLQ.DUDJÐO is a small but very
deep crater lake. It is a superb recreational spot
with wonderful views in summer, as well as in
ZLQWHU.DUDJÐOLVVXUURXQGHGE\SLQHDQGSRSODU
trees.
The 6DOW/DNHQHDUìHUHIOLNRÁKLVDUZKLFK
SURYLGHVKDOIRI7XUNH\nVVDOWVXSSO\LVDOVRZRUWK
VHHLQJm7KHZHGGLQJGUHVVRIWKHVWHSSHVn
as it is called locally, has some beautiful views,
especially at sunset when the crystals in the salt
sparkle like diamonds, reflecting the last rays
of sun. In the vicinity of the ¡XEXN'DP, 15 km
IURP$QNDUDRQWKH¡DQNÜUÜPRWRUZD\WKHUHDUH
woodlands, picnic areas, walking tracks and
country cafes. %D\ÜQGÜU'DP, 12 km from Ankara
RQWKH6DPVXQPRWRUZD\LVDQRWKHUSRSXODU
local spot on account of its natural beauty and
serenity. The .XUWERðD]Ü, 6DUÜ\DU.HVLNNÐSUÖ
+LUIDQOÜ$VDUWHSH and ¡DPOÜGHUH reservoirs,
and the ¡DPNRUX and %H\QDP forests, are
some other lovely picnic areas around Ankara.
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.DUXP

6KRSSLQJ
The old shops on ¡ÜNUÜNÁÜODU+LOOQHDU8OXVDUH
very popular with tourists. %DNÜUFÜODU%D]DDU is
another interesting road where you can find a
wide range of products such as carpets, rugs,
clothes, antiques, jewellery and ornaments.
Walking up towards the Ankara Citadel, you can
stroll among the shops selling products such as
spices, tit-bits and dried fruits.
%HVLGHVVKRSVDQGVWRUHVLQFHQWUDOORFDWLRQV
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$WDNXOH

OLNH.Ü]ÜOD\DQG8OXVVKRSSLQJPDOOVLQHYHU\
part of Ankara host stores and shops, catering all
kinds of customers. The most notable ones are
.DUXP$WDNXOHDQG$90LQ¡DQND\D3DQRUD
LQ2UDQ0LJURV$QND0DOOLQ$NNÐSUÖ0DOWHSH
3DUNLQ0DOWHSH$QNXYDLQ%LONHQW$UPDGDDQG
&HSDRQWKH(VNLíHKLU5RDG*DOOHULDLQ¶PLWNÐ\
$UFDGLXPDQG.RUX0HVD3OD]DLQ¡D\\ROX
$QWDUHVLQ(WOLN2SWLPXP&HQWHULQ(U\DPDQDQG
&DUUHIRXU6$LQ%DWÜNHQW
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&XOWXUH$UWDQG(QWHUWDLQPHQW
As the capital city, Ankara offers many artistic
and cultural events as well as leisure activities.
You can enjoy sports, cultural activities and
folk events; visit art galleries, go to theatres,
RSHUDVEDOOHWVMD]]FRQFHUWVPRGHUQGDQFH
performances and enjoy listening to the concerts
RIWKH3UHVLGHQWLDO6\PSKRQ\2UFKHVWUD$QNDUD
also hosts many domestic and foreign film
IHVWLYDOVWKH$SULO&KLOGUHQnV)HVWLYDO
which is celebrated by children from all over the

6WDWH7KHDWUH
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7XQDOÜ+LOPL6WUHHW

world who are hosted in Ankara for a week, art
biennials and folk dancing and art competitions.
In Ankara, there is also a wide choice of
entertainment with bars, clubs and modern
discos where you can dance and enjoy yourself
XQWLOVXQULVH*ÐOEDíÜ8OXV$QNDUD&LWDGHO
.Ü]ÜOD\%DKÁHOLHYOHU7XQDOÜ+LOPL6WUHHW7XQXV
6WUHHW.DYDNOÜGHUH*D]L2VPDQ3DíD¡D\\ROX
3DUN6WUHHWDQG.RUX0HVD3OD]DDUHVRPHRIWKH
locations where you will find many traditional or
modern entertainment venues.

Local Characteristics
7KH6HðPHQV
Although the etymological origins of the word
mVHðPHQnLVmVHNEDQnZKRZHUHDQLPSRUWDQWSDUW
RIWKH2WWRPDQDUP\WKHVHðPHQWUDGLWLRQFDQ
EHWUDFHGEDFNWRWKH2ðX]7XUNVZKRVHWWOHGLQ
DQGDURXQG$QNDUD7KH6HðPHQVXVHGWROHDG
and protect the caravans crossing the steppe
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and led a nomadic lifestyle, now participate in
national celebrations and wedding ceremonies
LQWKHLUWUDGLWLRQDOORFDOFRVWXPHVDQGV\PEROL]H
patriotism, bravery and trustworthiness.

&XLVLQH

8UXí.DSDPDVÜ DORFDOGLVK

Meat dishes have a special place in traditional
Ankara cuisine. The most popular dishes are
$QNDUDWDYDVÜ( lamb meat baked with noodle,
WRPDWRVDXFHYHJHWDEOHVDQGVSLFHV  orman
NHEDEÜ IRUHVWNHEDE DQGPHDWEDOOVZLWKRQLRQV
The most common pastries areWDQGÜUEÐUHðL
RYHQSDVWU\ D\EÐUHðL PRRQSDVWU\ DQGalt
ÖVWEÐUHðL WRSV\WXUY\SDVWU\ 7KHUHJLRQV
traditional soups are toyga (made from rice and
\RJXUW tarhana (made with dried yogurt, tomato
DQGSLPHQWRSHSSHUV NHíNHN (made with
ZKHDWDQGPHDW DQGmilk soup6ZHHWVWXIILQJV
and desserts, such as VDUD\OÜWLOWLOEDNODYD and
kaygana are also popular specialities of the
region.

+DQGLFUDIWVDQG6RXYHQLUV
Telkari is a technique of weaving fine gold or
silver wire into jewellery and ornaments. It is an
important traditional handicraft of the Ankara
82
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region, and has a 2500-year old history. Also
known as filigre, this handcraft is still practiced in
%H\SD]DUÜ$QRWKHUWUDGLWLRQDOKDQGLFUDIWVXUYLYLQJ
in Anatolia is pitcher-making. The pitchers are
PDGHRXWRIILUHGFOD\LQWKHGLVWULFWVRI$\Dí
DQGìHUHIOLNRÁKLVDU7KH\KDYHDQRSHQSRUHG
texture, which allows water to seep-out slowly,
keeping the water in the pitcher cool. Cotton
weaving, along with fabric- and rug-making were
practised widely in the past. These crafts are still
kept alive in some districts although there have
been changes to the quality of the products.
&RWWRQKHDGVFDUYHVFDOOHGmEÖUJÖnDUHSURGXFHG
LQ%H\SD]DUÜZKLOHLQ$\DíDQGLWVVXUURXQGLQJ
villages, cloths, yazmas WKLQKHDGVFDUYHV 
headscarves, and embroidered edges for various
clothes are produced in the traditional way, but
with new patterns and materials. Alpaca weaving
using mohair from Angora goats and leatherwork used to be important handicrafts, although
they are no longer practised today.

1DWXUDO6\PEROVRI$QNDUD
The $QJRUDFDW(felis domesticus angoriensis LV
a pure bred species of cat, which originates from
Ankara. The long, thin cat has
medium-length silky fur, a
VPDOORUPHGLXPVL]HGKHDG
DQGDWULDQJXODUQRVH/RQJ
perpendicular ears, the tips of
which are hairy, stand close
together on its head. The
FDWnVODUJHDOPRQGVKDSHG
eyes can be green, yellow,
copper or blue. Although
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generally thought to be white, their fur may be
different colours. The Angora cat is delicate and
not well-equipped for hunting.
The $QJRUDJRDWwas brought to Anatolia by
Turks in the 13th century and has been bred in
the region ever since. It adapted well to the dry
FOLPDWHDQGWHUUDLQRI&HQWUDO$QDWROLD7KHJRDWnV
VKLQ\VLOYHUZKLWHZRROFDOOHGmPRKDLUnLQPDQ\
countries, is soft and an ideal fibre for the textile
industry because it can be dyed very easily; it is
heat-resistant and does not get dirty easily.
The $QJRUDUDEELW is short-necked with long
ears that fall to the sides of its head. The
characteristic eyes of the white rabbits are red.
The rabbit is famous for its long, shiny hair, which
FDQJURZWRFP6KHDULQJVWDUWVZKHQWKH
rabbit is 2-3 months old and each rabbit provides
1 kg of wool per year. Highly heat-absorbent and
light, wool from the Angora rabbit is particularly
sought-after and hypoallergenic.
The $QNDUDFURFXV (crocus
ancyrensis LVDSHUHQQLDOEXOE
with yellow or blue flowers.
It blooms in the spring or autumn, and
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LVNQRZQORFDOO\DVWKHmDQQRXQFHURIVSULQJn
The endemic ORYHIORZHU(centaurea
tchihatcheffii ZKLFKJURZVLQWKHHDVWHUQEDQNV
$QNDUDFURFXV

RIWKH0RJDQ/DNHLQ*ÐOEDíÜKDVUHGSXUSOH
and pink blossoms which appear in spring. It is
believed that this flower tells a desperate love
story of a young couple.
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.XUWXOXí3DUN

&OLPDWH

Ankara has a continental climate with cold, wet
winters and warm, dry summers. However, the
climate varies considerably across the province,
with a more continental climate dominating the
south, plateau areas, whereas the warm and
ZHW%ODFN6HDFOLPDWHDIIHFWVWKHQRUWKRIWKH
province.
$YHUDJH$QQXDO7HPSHUDWXUHVLQ$QNDUDRQ
0RQWKO\%DVLV & 
-DQ

)HE

0DU

$SULO

0D\

-XQH

5,4

-0,3

3,2

10,3

19,0

22,6


-XO\

$XJ

6HS

2FW

1RY

'HF

23,5

24,3

18,0

14,4

8,0

1,9

$QQXDO$YHUDJH12.5
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7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ
%\URDG/RFDWHGDWWKHFHQWUHRIWKHFRXQWU\nV
road network, Ankara is easily accessible from
DOOSDUWVRI7XUNH\E\EXVZLWKLWVWHUPLQDO$ì7ñ

%\DLU(VHQERðD$LUSRUW for both domestic and
international flights with a ten million passenger
capacity per year, is located at a distance of 28
km from the city centre. The terminal building is
equipped with the most modern technology and
it offers a wide range of shopping and eating
facilities, bank machines, car rental services
and a parking area with a capacity to hold 4,336
vehicles. Passenger transportation to the airport
IURPWKHFLW\FHQWUHLVSURYLGHGE\+$9$ìDQG
(*2VKXWWOHEXVVHV %XV1R HYHU\KDOIDQ
hour.
%\UDLO The train lines from the city are as
IROORZV$QNDUDñVWDQEXO$QNDUDñ]PLU$QNDUD
%DOÜNHVLU$QNDUD$GDQD$QNDUD,VSDUWD%XUGXU
$QNDUD=RQJXOGDN$QNDUD(OD]Üð'L\DUEDNÜU
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(VHQERðD$LUSRUW
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$QÜWNDELU

'RQnWOHDYH$QNDUDZLWKRXWe
9LVLWLQJ$QÜWNDELU WKH0DXVROHXPRI$WDWÖUN WKH
Ankara Citadel and the Museum of Anatolian
&LYLOL]DWLRQV
Tasting traditional pancakes and sipping tea at
3LULQÁ+DQ
7DNLQJDZDONLQWKH6RðXNVX1DWLRQDO3DUN
Going to a thermal spa,
6HHLQJWKHKRXVHVRI%H\SD]DUÜe

3LULQÁ+DQ
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0XVHXPRI$QDWROLDQ&LYLOL]DWLRQV
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Useful Contact Details
3URYLQFLDO'LUHFWRUDWHRI&XOWXUHDQG7RXULVP
7HO  
)D[  
$QDIDUWDODU&DG1R8OXV
ZZZNXOWXUWXUL]PJRYWU
(VHQERðD$LUSRUW7RXULVW,QIRUPDWLRQ2IILFH
7HO  
*RYHUQRUnV2IILFH
7HO   



0XQLFLSDOLW\
7HO   



%XV7HUPLQDO $ì7ñ
7HO   



7UDLQ6WDWLRQ 7&''
7HO   



(VHQERðD$LUSRUW
7HO   
+$9$ì *URXQG+DQGOLQJ6HUYLFHV&RPSDQ\ 
7HO  
7XUNLVK$LUOLQHV,QIRUPDWLRQDQG5HVHUYDWLRQ2IILFH
7HO  
$WDWÖUN%XOYDUÜ1R.DYDNOÜGHUH
ZZZWK\FRPWUrZZZWXUNLVKDLUOLQHVFRP 
7XUNLVK8QLRQIRU7UDYHO$JHQFLHV 7¶56$% 
7HO  
)D[  
0HEXVHYOHUL$\WHQ6RN1R7DQGRðDQ
+RVSLWDO112
3ROLFH155
*HQGDUPHULH 156
$PEXODQFH112
)LUH%ULJDGH 110
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0XVHXPRI7XUNLVK:DURI,QGHSHQGHQFH
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&XOWXUDO+HULWDJHLV)UDJLOH
7KHZRUOGnVFXOWXUDOKHULWDJHLVOLNHDELJSX]]OH(DFK
monument, each object, is an irreplaceable part of the
overall picture which gives us insight into our origins,
our development and our lives today. It helps us to
understand and appreciate other cultures. Each disFRYHU\HDFKQHZLQWHUSUHWDWLRQDGGVWRWKHSX]]OHDQG
makes the picture clearer. We must ensure the protection of every single piece today, so that future generaWLRQVPD\KDYHWKHRSSRUWXQLWLHVWRHQMR\WKHSX]]OH
Many people are not aware that our cultural heritage
is under stress from natural disasters such as earthquakes and floods, and from slower acting processes
such as pollution or human actions. Even the most
innocent gestures such as collecting ancient pieces
of pottery or mosaics as souvenirs have a destructive
impact if repeated by thousands. Touching an object
of stone, metal or textile leaves traces of grease, acid
or sweat on its surface. Climbing a monument wears
down the structure underneath and can dismantle it.
Writing or engraving names inflicts permanent damDJH6WUROOLQJDURXQGQDUURZFURZGHGSODFHVZLWK
bulky bags or backpacks might knock over an object
or scratch a mural painting and ruin it. There are
countless ways in which one can unknowingly contribute to the destruction of cultural heritage.
In 2020 there will be 1,6 billion visitors per year worldZLGH/HWXVUDLVHDZDUHQHVVRIWKLVLVVXHVRWKDWZH
may join together to protect and enjoy the diversity
and richness of our cultural heritage.

,QWHUQDWLRQDO2UJDQL]DWLRQIRU&RQVHUYD
WLRQRI&XOWXUDO+HULWDJH ,&&520
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